Montana Taxpayers Association

2009 Legislative Issues/Positions
The association follows the general principles of a quality revenue system when analyzing bills to determine its position.
Tax bills

Tax legislation will be analyzed consistent with prior positions and its implication to our members.  In particular, Montax will support broad based, fair, equitable bills and it will oppose burdens on Montana taxpayers beyond that in federal law and beyond those imposed in any other states.
· Local option/resort taxes:  Generally oppose since such taxes do not provide broad based tax reform and usually benefit only certain areas of Montana. 
· Tax increment finance district changes: Position will be taken after consultation with board of directors.
· Reappraisal of real property.  Oppose statewide solutions that simply maintain statewide taxable value neutrality.  Support solutions that roll in the new values while utilizing circuit breakers to minimize distortions for low income and low income elderly.

· Disproportionate taxes such as selective sales/gross receipts taxes: Generally oppose.
· Split tax roll:  Oppose any legislation that will split commercial and residential property for property tax purposes.

· General statewide sales taxes:  Support overall tax reform that is generally revenue neutral for Montana taxpayers and is accompanied with reductions in other taxes with assurance those tax reductions won’t increase to the original level.
· Income/Corporation Taxes: Oppose repeal of federal conformity or elimination of water’s edge elections.
· Tax credits and incentives:  Depends how broad based they are and their effect on existing businesses and individuals in Montana.

Fees

Generally Montax will not testify on specific fees except in those situations where a fee is more like a tax and does not return a benefit to the payee but is of a more general nature.
Permissive Mill Levies 

Generally oppose.  

Member-specific legislation

Montax will generally not support or oppose legislation when our members have opposing positions.  If requested to oppose or support legislation with potential opposing positions, Montax will verify the position with the executive board and when necessary, the entire board.

General Fund and Special Revenue Accounts

Money should not be spent unless properly authorized and are for a core and essential function of government.  Do not use non-recurring revenues for recurring expenditures.  Ensure that new expenditures do not replicate o duplicate existing expenditures.  Maintain a structurally balanced budget.  As Montax receives additional information on the budget specifics such as on-going, one-time-only and new proposals, the association could take a position on specific areas.
School Funding

The legislature, in cooperation with the administration should be the driver in school funding and address the issue methodically, while utilizing input from the education community, citizens, businesses, taxpayers and outside experts.  Montax will continue to analyze proposed expenditures and funding formulas, with emphasis on equalization proposals. 
