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(HELENA) – Governor Brian Schweitzer today called a special session of the legislature beginning Wednesday, December 14th. There are four days left over from the 2005 regular session. “Investing in our kids and K-12 public education is an important investment in our future and will help move Montana forward,” Governor Schweitzer said. “We also have to shore up our retirement systems for teachers and public employees which will also help property taxpayers.” The call of the session includes the following:

· K-12 school funding 

· Teacher’s Retirement System (TRS) 

· Public Employee’s Retirement (PERS) 

· Confirmations of 3 appointments 

· Revenue estimates 

· Feed Bill 

“Montana has good schools and great teachers,” said Governor Schweitzer. “Our proposal would invest an additional $227 million, the largest increase in history without raising taxes to continue to have the best schools in the country.”

Governor Schweitzer offered a proposal that is sustainable, affordable and provides an equitable solution to the school funding challenge. “The bipartisan Quality Schools Interim Committee laid the groundwork for this proposal and their work is to be commended,” said Governor Schweitzer. “This proposal gives more money to schools and allows local control for districts.”

The Governor’s school funding proposal proposes ongoing revenue for these educationally relevant components: 

· Quality Educator Component to help recruit and retain teachers - $23 million 

· Indian Education for All Component -$3 million 

· At-risk Student Components - $2.5 million 

· Close American Indian Student Achievement Gap - $1.65 million 

The Governor’s school funding proposal proposes one time only money to further assist school districts: 

· Teacher’s and Public Employee’s Retirement for recruitment and retention - $125 million 

· Buildings Operation and Maintenance for a Facility study and weatherization and deferred maintenance $25 million 

· Indian Education for All $7 million 

· Energy Costs Relief  $1 million 

“This special session is about finishing the job,” said Governor Schweitzer. “This is a session to roll up our sleeves, work together and get the job done for Montana kids.”

In addressing the Supreme Court ruling, Governor Schweitzer and the legislature during the 2005 regular session defined a quality education and provided an historic increase of funding for schools -- $88 million in public K-12 school funding, including support of $4.4 million for Indian Education for All.
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